
Honors III Summer Reading  
Literary Analysis Assignments 

 
Authors often write to make meaning of the society in which they live.  To 
understand what insight the author conveys and how she/he reveals it, we will analyze 
literature like sociologists.  Sociologists study social change and social problems as 
well as the functioning of human society.    
 

When you return to school, you will complete two thematic analysis writings (one for 

each book) that address the following questions: 

When and how does the author perpetuate society’s norms? When and how 

does the author challenge that set of norms? What themes are communicated 

about society through these decisions? 

For each book, focus on one of the following sets of societal norms: 

 Racial 

 Gender 

 Generational 

 Socioeconomic 

 Psychological 

 Spiritual or Religious 

As you read each book, collect quotes and make notes that tie to the societal 
norms you select.   
 
On separate sheets of paper (typed or neatly hand-written), identify the societal 

norm you will address for each book and then thoroughly answer the following 

questions for each book: 
 

1. Does the author perpetuate or challenge society’s norms? What themes are 

communicated about society through these decisions? 

2. Identify the author's purpose.  Ask yourself, what theme or insight (related to 

the societal norm you selected) does the author want the reader to understand 

after she or he has finished reading? 

3. Think of the characters, tone, setting, symbols, imagery, etc. as devices or tools 

that help ensure that the reader understands the insight the writer intends to 

convey. What devices stand out as being crucial to the insight of the book? 

4. Ask yourself, why does the author choose to use these devices, in these particular 

ways?  How does this particular character, setting, or imagery help the reader 

understand the theme? 
 

 Remember, tell how & why—don’t just summarize!  

 



Honors III English 

Summer Reading Novels and Assignments 

 

 

Select one novel from each list: 

 

List #1 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

The Fortress of Solitude by Jonathan Lethem 

No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

 

 

List #2: 

On the Road by Jack Kerouac 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 

The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

Native Son by Richard Wright 

 

 


